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Note: By “change in leader”, it was considered the instance in which 
a President/Prime Minister replaces another. This does not always 
correspond to a change in Government, which may occur without  
a change in leader.

By saying that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) measures “everything in short, except that 
which makes life worthwhile”, Robert Kennedy effectively admitted the intrinsic value of 
GDP: it conveys a lot of information, quickly, but not comprehensively.
Looking at data from 1960 to 2015, we noticed that there hasn’t been much change in 
which countries make up the 10 largest economies in the world, although they add up to a 
smaller share of the global economy today than they used to. We also noticed that most of 
their leaders have been men. We counted 143 changes in leadership among the world’s 10 
largest economies since 1960 and only 8 involved a female leader.

Population data sources: World Bank’s World DataBank.Design by: Heads of State or Government data sources: The White House 
(whitehouse.gov), The State Council of the People’s Republic of China 
(gov.cn), Government of Japan (japan.gov.jp), Federal Government of 
Germany (bundeskanzlerin.de), Government of the United Kingdom 
(gov.uk), Government of France (elysee.fr), Government of Italy 
(governo.it), Government of India (india.gov.in), Government of Canada 
(canada.ca), Government of Spain (lamoncloa.gob.es), Government of 
Mexico (gob.mx), Government of the Russian Federation (government.
ru), Federal Government of Brazil (brasil.gov.br).

GDP data sources: World Bank’s World DataBank, with the exception 
of: Germany’s GDP between 1960 and 1969 which was modelled 
based on Carlin, W. (1994) West Germany Growth and Institutions, 
1945-90, Discussion Paper No. 896, Centre for Economic Policy 
Research; Russian Federation’s GDP between 1960 and 1969 is 
modelled based on Fischer, S. (1994) Russia and the Soviet Union 
Then and Now, p. 221-258, in Blanchard, O.J., Froot, K.A., and Sachs, 
J.D. (eds.) The Transition in Eastern Europe, Volume 1, University of 
Chicago Press; Russian Federation’s GDP between 1970 and 1989 is 
from the United Nations (data.un.org).

THE WORLD’S 10 LARGEST ECONOMIES                 AND THEIR LEADERS
CHANGE IN LEADER

FEMALE LEADER

% OF GLOBAL GDP BY  
WORLD’S 10 LARGEST 
ECONOMIES


