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Do you think the Bill, taken as a whole, will produce a
planning system for Scotland that balances the need
to secure the appropriate development with the views
of communities and protection of the built and natural
environment?
To what extent will the proposals in the Bill result in
higher levels of new house building? If not, what changes
could be made to help further increase house building?
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Will the proposed changes to enforcement (such as
increased level of fines and recovery of expenses)
promote better compliance with planning control and, if
not, how these could provisions be improved?
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Is the proposed Infrastructure Levy the best way to
secure investment in new infrastructure from developers,
how might it impact on levels of development? Are there
any other ways (to the proposed Levy) that could raise
funds for infrastructure provision in order to provide
services and amenities to support land development? Are
there lessons that can be learned from the Infrastructure
Levy as it operates in England?
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Do you support the requirement for local government
councillors to be trained in planning matters prior to
becoming involved in planning decision making? If not,
why not?
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Will the proposals in the Bill aimed at monitoring and
improving the performance of planning authorities help
drive performance improvements?
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Will the changes in the Bill to enable flexibility in the fees
charged by councils and the Scottish Government (such
as charging for or waiving fees for some services) provide
enough funding for local authority planning departments
to deliver the high –performing planning system the
Scottish Government wants? If not, what needs to
change?

12

Are there any other comments you would like to make
about the Bill?

Do the proposals in Bill create a sufficiently robust
structure to maintain planning at a regional level
following the ending of Strategic Development Plans
and, if not, what needs to be done to improve regional
planning?
Will the changes in the Bill to the content and process for
producing Local Development Plans achieve the aims of
creating plans that are focussed on delivery, complement
other local authority priorities and meet the needs of
developers and communities? If not, what other changes
would you like to see introduced?

5

Would Simplified Development Zones balance the need
to enable development with enough safeguards for
community and environmental interests?
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Does the Bill provide more effective avenues for
community involvement in the development of plans
and decisions that affect their area? Will the proposed
Local Place Plans enable communities to influence local
development plans and does the Bill ensure adequate
financial and technical support for community bodies
wishing to develop local place plans? If not, what more
needs to be done?

