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Airports must be able to operate within a safe 
environment. To do so it is vital that proposed 
development on or around an airport that might 
impact on airport operations, particularly obstacles 
or hazards is carefully regulated. 

Each airport is responsible for ensuring its own 
safe and efficient operations, as well as being 
vigilant in preventing inappropriate development. 
Other aeronautical stakeholders may also 
have an interest in protecting their own assets 
from potential obstructions or inappropriate 
development. 

Local planning authorities have an important role 
to play in this safeguarding process. The National 
Planning Policy Framework makes clear that 
authorities should protect critical infrastructure 
including airports.

Larger airports are normally “officially safeguarded” 
whilst other smaller UK airports maintain an 
unofficial system of safeguarding but apply  
the same rigorous approach. 

The airport operator prepares and maintains 
safeguarding maps certified by the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA), a copy of which is deposited with 
the local planning authority.

When development proposals come forward 
(contained within a planning application) in  
an area included within the “safeguarding map”, 
the local planning authority consults with the 
airport and other key aeronautical stakeholders 
- all who are responsible for assessing such 
proposals and responding back to the local 
planning authority.

Safeguarding Airport Operations

The legal basis for 
airport safeguarding 
is contained within a 
combination of town 
planning circulars and Civil 
Aviation regulation and 
publications.

‘The Air Navigation Order 
(ANO) 2009 makes it an 
offence to ‘act recklessly 
or negligently in a manner 
likely to endanger aircraft’

ANO 2009

‘Safety is a fundamental 
requirement for aviation, 
including at the local 
level. For people  
living and working near 
airports, safety is best 
assured by ensuring the 
safe operation of aircraft 
in flight.’

Aviation Policy Framework 
2013

‘AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENTS’ is Nathaniel 
Lichfield & Partners’ (NLP) airport safeguarding 
framework. NLP provides support throughout 
the safeguarding process by helping clients 
demonstrate the continuation of safe and 
efficient operations at or near an airport – 
including during the construction and  
operational stages of a proposed scheme.

How AERONAUTICAL 
ASSESSMENTS can help

Impacts of Proposed Development on Airport Operations

Penetration of safeguarding airspace by  
a proposed building, structure, erections  
or construction works such as a 
communications mast

Proposed road or railway as a mobile 
obstruction or being in proximity to an 
airport’s explosive storage areas

Man-made development resulting in an 
increase or change in bird activity, such as 
landscaping, mineral extraction,  
waste disposal, or a waterbody

Other nearby civil aerodromes or  
aviation uses

Reflection or refraction of radio signals 
caused by a proposed building or structure

Use of building materials resulting in  
glint and glare impact for pilots or air traffic 
control

Wind turbine development

Lighting such as lasers or light canons 
causing a distraction or confusion for pilots 
or Air Traffic Control

Development within a Public  
Safety Zone (PSZ)

Implementing 
safeguarding 

policies in Local 
Plans

Monitoring 
planning 

applications and 
Local Plans

Review of 
a proposed 

scheme
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• Airport operators, requiring support 
with implementing safeguarding policies, 
monitoring proposed development and 
responding to the Local Planning Authority

• Developers, requiring a technical impact 
report or to assess a proposed development 
to support a planning application

• Local planning authorities, looking for 
an independent audit of the impact of an 
obstacle, hazard or other development 
proposed at or near an airport, needed 
when considering a planning application  
or formulating a policy.

AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENTS

• Official safeguarding system, DfT Circular 1/2003

• Obstacle Limitation Surfaces (OLS)

• Maintaining safe Instrument Flight Procedures and ATC surveillance 
minimum altitude charts

• On-route navigational assets, airport Instrument Landing Systems (ILS)

• Public Safety Zones (PSZ) 

• Wildlife Management Plans, dealing with birdstrike hazards

• Construction Management Plans, dealing with the use of cranes  
and control over dust and lighting

• Safeguarding policies contained in Local Plans

• Monitoring of planning applications and Local Plans

• CAA & EASA Safeguarding regulations

NLP’s ‘AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENTS’ provide an independent evaluation of the impact of a proposed development on an airport’s 
operations, measured against the aviation regulatory framework, planning guidance and views of aeronautical stakeholders.

NLP’s Assessment Approach

Assess

• Impacts on airport 
operations against 
technical safeguarding 
mechanisms and 
regulatory framework

• Whether impact is 
unacceptable or can be 
eliminated or mitigated

Consult

• Seek views of aviation 
stakeholders

• Obtain a response: no 
objection, objection 
subject to, or outright 
objection

Report

• Prepare report of 
assessment

• Manage proposal 
through the planning 
process

AERONAUTICAL 
ASSESSMENTS

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Mechanisms for Airport Safeguarding
Who makes use of 
AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENTS?

Review of Impacts

Identify

• Safeguarding 
catchment area

• Types of potential 
impact on airport and 
critical infrastructure

• Regulations, guidance 
and policy

• Relevant stakeholders
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NLP and Aviation

We have provided advice on airport development 
for over four decades, from our pioneering work 
assessing the economic impact of Stansted 
Airport through to our ongoing work at London 
Biggin Hill Airport. 

Combining our resources as one of the UK’s largest 
independent planning, design and economics 
consultancies, with specialist aviation skills, NLP 
is well-equipped to advise clients in the sector 
including airports, airlines, airport-based businesses, 
third party interests and local authorities. 

NLP’s strength in aviation is our understanding of 
the planning system combined with our specialist 
aviation and economics skills, which means we 
can effectively assist clients in managing aviation 
development proposals through the planning 
process, by making representations to Local Plans 
to put in place policies that enable airport growth 
and safeguarding, objecting to inappropriate 
development around an airport, and securing 
planning permission. 
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If you wish to discuss AERONAUTICAL ASSESSMENTS and how NLP could use it to help you achieve your development and 
operational objectives, please contact us.

Offices in:
Bristol
Cardiff
Edinburgh
Leeds
London
Manchester
Newcastle
Thames Valley

David Gavin
Senior Director 
dgavin@nlpplanning.com

Tabitha Knowles
Associate Director 
tknowles@nlpplanning.com
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FLIGHTPATH

FLIGHTPATH is a 
framework of planning 
and economic tools 
designed to help clients 
maximise the economic
and real estate potential 
of airport locations.

FLIGHTPATH
Delivering Growth at Airports

Our Aviation Services
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