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European-funded projects in 
Wales are signed off by the Welsh 
Government. If the South Wales 
metro scheme is under way and 
there is a commitment of £106 
million of European funding for 
the project, that £106 million will 
be underwritten by the Treasury. I 
hope that that is clear.

Parliamentary Under-Secretary 
of State for Wales, Guto Bebb, 
addressing a Parliamentary debate.

Leaving the EU will 
undoubtedly impact on 
infrastructure provision in 
Wales; it is critical that the 
new National Development 
Framework can provide 
certainty for the development 
industry by reflecting a clear, 
replacement programme from 
national Government for  
infrastructure funding.

Helen Ashby-Ridgway,  
Associate Director

Headline news 

National Development 
Framework preparation starts

The Welsh Planning Directorate has begun 
work on the preparation of its first National 
Development Framework (NDF). It is to 
provide the spatial framework for land use 
in Wales over a period of 20 years. Among 
other goals, the NDF will provide the context 
for the development of new infrastructure, 
detailing how the planning system 
(nationally, regionally and locally) is expected 
to deliver it; it will also provide direction for 
strategic and local development plans, as well 
as supporting and ensuring the delivery of 
wider economic, transport, environmental 
and housing strategies through the planning 
system.

The first steps of the NDF preparation 
process have been the publication of the 
Statement of Public Participation and a 
Call for Evidence and Projects; the latter is 
seeking evidence and details of projects that 
can help inform the development of the NDF. 
The Call for Evidence closes on  
7 March. 

NIC for Wales’ remit should 
include housing land supply

The National Assembly for Wales Economy, 
Infrastructure and Skills Committee 
has published a report looking at the 

National Infrastructure 
Commission for Wales 
(NICfW), setting out 
recommendations for the 
Commission’s development 
which are expected to 
‘feed in to the Welsh 
Government’s consultation 
and the Cabinet Secretary’s 

‘pragmatic approach’ to developing the 
NICfW’. The report recognises that the 
Committee largely agrees with the Welsh 
Government’s proposals, although different 
views were taken on three key areas - one of 
these being housing land supply. Specifically, 
the Committee’s first recommendation is that:

‘The remit of the Commission should 
be extended to include the supply of 
land for strategically significant housing 
developments and related supporting 
infrastructure alongside the economic and 
environmental infrastructure.’ 

Longitudinal viability study of 
planning process

The Welsh Government has published a 
report that looks at reasons why proposed 
housing schemes that are considered as 
deliverable when assessed during the local 
development plan preparation process 
are subsequently becoming stalled, 
due to viability issues that arise at later 
planning stages. The report also provides 
recommendations that cover all stages of the 
planning process, from site identification 
during the preparation of a local development 
plan to the assessment of sites at the 
development management stage. The report 
highlights that there is no single cause. The 
Welsh Government will now consider the 
recommendations and decide how to respond. 

Effect of UK leaving EU on 
infrastructure in Wales 

Prior to a debate in mid-January in the 
House of Commons on the effect on Welsh 
infrastructure of the UK leaving the EU, the 
Commons Library prepared a debate pack 
highlighting three of the main potential 
consequences for future infrastructure 
projects:
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•• A reduction in the amount of funding 
available for infrastructure projects, if 
EU funding is not fully replaced by UK 
government funding;

•• Fewer options for the Welsh 
government and local authorities to 
obtain funding / financing; and

•• UK-controlled funding being allocated 
according to UK goals and priorities, 
which may be different from EU goals 
and priorities.

TAN 8 database 2016 – review 
of on-shore wind farm 
development

The Welsh Government has published 
a Technical Advice Note (TAN) which 
summarises the output of on-shore wind 
farm developments of over 5 MegaWatts 
which are being considered, have been 
approved or are operational in Wales. 

Telecommunications 
equipment – ‘Quick Guide’ 

‘In Brief’, the National Assembly for 
Wales Research Service blog, has 
published a quick guide that looks at the 
planning process for telecommunications 
equipment. The Guide details the 
typology of development that is 
categorised either as: permitted 
development; permitted development 
with prior approval; and development 
that requires planning permission.

http://llyw.cymru/topics/planning/planningstats/tan-8-wind-farm-database/?lang=en
http://llyw.cymru/docs/desh/publications/170109windfarm-development-database-summary-table-en.pdf
https://assemblyinbrief.wordpress.com/
https://assemblyinbrief.wordpress.com/2017/01/05/new-publication-the-planning-series-8-telecommunications-equipment-quick-guide/
https://assemblyinbrief.wordpress.com/2017/01/05/new-publication-the-planning-series-8-telecommunications-equipment-quick-guide/
http://www.assembly.wales/Research Documents/17-00-PlanningSeries8/17-001-Web-English-Edit.pdf

