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8 June general election

A snap general election will take place on 8
June, the House of Commons having voted
by 522 votes to 13 to bring forward the
scheduled election date from 2020.

Parliament will be dissolved on 3 May,
and it is anticipated that the major parties
will publish their manifestos during the
following week.

Pre-election ‘purdah’ currently affects
both local elections in Scotland and the
general election, and has implications that
can include delay for planning legislation,
government policy-making and decision-
taking - both centrally and locally.

Other news

Increased planning
application fees

On 19 April, the Town and Country
Planning (Fees for Applications and Deemed
Applications) (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2017 were laid before the Scottish
Parliament. The Regulations increase certain
planning fees relating for the most part to
applications for planning permissions and for
permission in principle. Maximum fees are
being increased from £20,055 to £125,000
for planning permission and from £10,028 to
£62,500 for planning permission in principle.
The Regulations come
into force on 1 June 2017.
The Scottish
Government has also
published the consultation
responses received in
relation to the proposals to
raise planning fees (which
led to the above-mentioned
Regulations). The analysis
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of the responses highlights how a slight
majority (52%) of respondents opposed the
proposed maximum fee.

Infrastructure Investment Plan
Progress report published

The Scottish Government has published

its Infrastructure Investment Plan Progress
report, which highlights how schemes worth
around £6.4bn will be under construction
throughout Scotland in 2017. Forth Valley
College Falkirk Campus, NHS Orkney'’s
New Hospital and Healthcare Facilities are
among the projects that will commence
construction this year; other schemes, such
as the Queensferry Crossing and the NHS
Dumfries and Galloway’s Acute Services
Redevelopment Project are set to become
operational in 2017.

Commenting the publication, Economy
Secretary Keith Brown said:

‘I am delighted that projects totalling
almost £800 million were completed last
year, and that this year we are anticipating a
further £2.8 billion worth of infrastructure
projects being completed and becoming
operational including the Queensferry
Crossing’

Household numbers projected to
rise in cities

Figures released by the National Records

of Scotland (NRS) reveal that the number

of households is projected to increase in

the areas surrounding Scotland’s biggest
cities of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh and
Glasgow over the next 25 years. The projected
household growth ranges from 12% (Glasgow
& Clyde Valley) to 24% (Aberdeen City &
Shire).

A lower growth in household numbers is
also projected for Cairngorms National Park
and Loch Lomond & the Trossachs National
Park, at 6% and 1% respectively. B
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The [Scottish Land] Commission will
have a key role in reviewing policy
and legislation, help to influence
future developments relating to land
ownership and help to ensure that
communities in both rural and urban
Scotland are enabled to make the
most of their potential

Scottish Secretary for Land Reform,
Roseanna Cunningham, commenting on
the new Scottish Land Commission
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WAhilst Scottish Government
guidance promotes a careful but
‘business as usual’ approach during
this busy election period, we are
aware of local authority planning
committee agenda items being
removed - said to not be as a direct
result of the local and national
elections. Of course there can

be case by case reasons for last
minute changes but those that can
be put down to the elections can

be frustrating for the development
industry. We look forward to getting
back to normal mid-June

Gordon Thomson, Associate
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Crown Estate control handed
to Scottish Government

On 1 April, control over the Crown Estates’

portfolio of property, rights and interests
in Scotland was devolved to the Scottish
Government, with the creation of a new
public body - Crown Estate Scotland.

The new public body’s portfolio
includes a number of Scottish assets,
such as agricultural and forestry land, the
territorial seabed, rights on the continental
shelf and a small number of commercial
property assets.

The devolution of powers was
introduced by s36 of the Scotland Act
2016 and was recommended by the Smith
Commission report in November 2014.
This January, the Scottish Government
launched a consultation (which closed on
29 March) on the long-term framework
for the devolved management of the
Crown Estate in Scotland; the Scottish
Government is yet to publish its response
detailing the future operational framework
of Crown Estate Scotland.

In February 2017, The Crown
Estate Scotland (Interim Management)
Order 2017 established Crown Estate
Scotland (Interim Management), which
is to receive the transfer of the existing
Scottish functions of the Crown Estate
Commissioners, while the Scottish
Government decides over the long-term
operational framework; the Order came
into force on 16 February.

Town and Country Planning
(Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017

The Town and Country Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2017 have been
laid before the Scottish Parliament.
The Regulations revoke and re-enact
and update (with amendments and
savings), the Town and Country Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment)
(Scotland) Regulations 2011. They
implement Directive 2011/92/EU of
the European Parliament and of the
Council on the assessment of the effects
of certain public and private schemes on
the environment, as amended by Council
Directive 2014/52/EU.

The Regulations come into force on 16
May 2017.
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Mixed results on planning

decision times

The latest quarterly statistics (October —
December 2016) on planning applications’
decision times have been published by
the Scottish Government.

Figures show that, on average, the
decision time for local developments
was three days slower than the previous
quarter (9.5 vs 9.1 weeks), although a day
faster than the equivalent quarter in the
previous year (9.5 vs 9.7 weeks).

On the other hand, for major
developments the average decision time
was more than ten and half weeks faster
than the previous quarter (34.2 vs 44.8
weeks), while one and a half weeks
slower than the equivalent quarter in
2015/16 (34.2 Vs 32.7 weeks).

Scottish Land Commission
formally established

On 1 April, the Scottish Land
Commission was established with the
aim of providing ‘direction, leadership
and strategic though to land reform in
Scotland’. The six-people Commission has
been established under the Land Reform
(Scotland) Act 2016.

The Chair of the Commission,
Andrew Thin, said:

‘We are focused on driving land
reform and working towards creating a
fairer more inclusive Scotland, in which
everyone has a shared interest in our
land, and everyone looks out for the
interests of others.

Committee seeks views on
City Region Deals

The Scottish Local Government and
Communities Committee has launched

a call for views on the scope of City and
Region Deals, and whether these are
effectively working for communities and
how they are being run.

There are three active City Region
Deals in Scotland, these being Glasgow,
Aberdeen and Inverness, while others
are underway in Edinburgh and Stirling;
a joint proposal for Perth and Dundee is
also under consideration.

Local Government and Communities
Committee Convener, Bob Doris said:
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‘The original City Deals brought
the opportunity for significant
investment from both Scottish and UK
Governments to boost local economies
out with London. There was much
excitement and anticipation around the
additional investment, which could be of
strategic benefit to local economies and
communities. Our Committee now wants
to examine this from a local government
perspective.

Planning review: RTPI
reports for Scottish
Government

As part of its review of the planning

system, the Scottish Government has

commissioned the Royal Town Planning

Institute (RTPI) to produce a series of

paper looking at skills development,

shared planning services, and graduate

programme. The RTPI has now published

its reports on:

- Developing skills, behaviours and
knowledge;

- Scottish planning graduate intern
programme report; and

- Shared services in planning.

RTPI Scotland to take
forward planning
‘gamechangers’

The Royal Town Planning Institute
(RTPI) has announced the publication of
a series of papers that will focus on some
of the specific proposals the Institute
outlined in its formal response to the
Government'’s consultation on the future
of the Scottish planning system. These
paper will be sent to relevant Ministers,
the highest level in Government and
other stakeholders, and used as a
springboard for in-depth discussion on
how changes can be implemented in a
pragmatic way.

The first three papers published focus
on the need for a statutory Chief Planning
Officer in local authorities, how to make
an “infrastructure first” approach a reality
in an era of serious resource constraint,
and how we could make local place plans
work, respectively. B
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