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Headline news 

Edinburgh and South East 
Scotland City Region Deal 
signed

The UK and Scottish Governments have 
agreed on a city deal for Edinburgh and 
South East Scotland, which is expected to 
deliver ‘inclusive economic growth’ through 
housing, innovation, transport, skills and 
culture.

The Scottish Government is investing 
£300m in the Deal, on top of funding coming 
from the six affected local authorities, 
the University of Edinburgh and the UK 
Government. The deal is expected to deliver 
over 20,000 new jobs in the region.

The Heads of Terms explain how the 
regional partners (the six local authorities 
of City of Edinburgh, Fife, East Lothian, 
Midlothian, Scottish Borders and West 
Lothian) have committed – with the support 
of the Scottish Government - to delivering 
a 10-year a programme of new homes across 
the region, to bringing certainty to SMEs 
and to maximising economic benefits from 
the construction process. There is also the 
intention to substantially increase the use of 
off-site construction methods. 

Vital to the proposed scale of delivery 
are seven strategic sites, at: Winchburgh; 
Blindwells; Edinburgh’s Waterfront; 
Calderwood; Shawfair; Tweedbank; and 
Dunfermline. 

The Heads of Terms 
state too that both the UK 
and Scottish Governments 
will also work with 
regional partners to 
maximise the potential 
contribution of public 
sector land and property in 
the region to help unlock 
further new housing.

Welcoming this latest city deal, the Scottish 
Economy Secretary Keith Brown said:

‘[…] Providing decent housing is a 
priority for the Scottish Government so we 
will invest £65 million into new housing 
for the region. We will also be investing in 
innovation and that will focus on ensuring 
businesses and communities across the 
region can benefit from opportunities 
through world class business infrastructure.’

Earlier this month, the Scottish Economy 
Secretary had expressed his concerns over 
the lack of official responses to letters sent 
to the UK Government, requesting further 
clarity around the Deal. 

Increase in affordable housing 
approvals

The latest Quarterly Housing Statistics, 
which cover the first year of the Affordable 
Housing Supply Programme, have shown a 
29% increase in affordable housing approvals 
when compared to last year, with the total 
number of approved affordable homes 
reaching 10,276 in 2016/17.

As reported last month, the Scottish 
Government has committed more than 
£1.75bn to fund affordable housing over the 
next free years, with a delivery target of at 
least 50,000 affordable homes by 2021. 

Climate Change Bill consultation 
launched

The Scottish Government intends to 
introduce a new Climate Change Bill to set 
ambitious targets aimed at mitigating the 
negative effects of climate change; a new 
consultation seeking the views of a broad 
range of stakeholders on the proposals for the 
Bill has been launched.

Among the proposals is the intention to 
increase the 2050 target to 90% emissions 
reduction, and to make provisions for a net-
zero greenhouse gas emissions target to be 
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I am very pleased that we have 
been able to get to the stage of 
achieving such an ambitious deal 
for the region. Edinburgh and its 
city region [...] contains over a 
quarter of Scotland’s population 
and contributes £33 billion to 
the Scottish and UK economies.

Scottish Secretary for Economy 
Keith Brown, welcoming the final 
agreement with the UK Government 
on the Edinburgh and South East 
Scotland City Region Deal

It makes for exciting reading 
in the New City Region Deal 
Heads of Terms that the 
Scottish Government will be 
supporting the delivery of 
much-needed new homes with 
a raft of commitments relating 
to funding affordable housing, 
infrastructure investment, and 
site-by-site financial assistance. 

Nicola Woodward, Planning director 
and head of Scotland office
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New strategy to stop decline 
of pollinating insects

The Scottish Government has launched 
a new, 10-year ‘pollinator strategy’, 
intended to ‘make Scotland a more 
pollinator-friendly place by protecting 
indigenous bee and butterfly populations’.

The Strategy sets out a series of 
objectives; those relevant to planning 
include:
•• Encouraging the inclusion of 

‘pollinators’ needs’ in development 
planning and management;

•• Incorporating green infrastructure 
(e.g. green roofs and rain gardens) in 
developments to provide additional 
pollinator habitat;

•• Recognising the importance of 
brownfield sites and managing them to 
benefit pollinators and other species; 
and

•• Making available/ developing 
management guidance and advice 
for the public, land managers and 
policy makers on pollinators and their 
habitats.

set, when a credible and costed pathway 
can be demonstrated. 

The consultation closes on 22 
September. 

Go ahead given for south west 
Scotland wind farm

The Scottish Government has granted 
consent for a 50-turbine wind farm on the 
border of East Ayrshire and Galloway. 

The 170MW project, proposed by 
Swedish energy group Vattenfall, was 
subject to a public local inquiry in late 
2015, following an application made in 
2013.

Interestingly, the Scottish Ministers 
considered information provided by the 
Company ‘regarding their aspirations to 
provide a community shared ownership 
offer’ (payments of community benefits 
of £5000 per megawatt to a community 
partnership and a community shared 
ownership scheme) but found, ‘… it is not 
sufficient to determine the net benefit 
that this might bring to the economic 
position of the area’. The Scottish 
Ministers therefore disagreed with the 
Reporters’ view that the Company’s offer 
to allow the community to obtain a share 
of the development was a matter to which 
they and Scottish Ministers should have 
regard. The Scottish Ministers therefore 
did not take this offer into account in 
their determination of the application.
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