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Queensferry Crossing opening

The Queensferry Crossing opened to drivers
on 30 August, marking the completion of
this significant infrastructure development
project.

The official opening by HM The Queen
took place on 4 September.

The project, which was concluded almost
f£250m under budget, is expected to boost
Scotland’s construction and tourism sectors,
having been a catalyst for employment (with
over 15,000 people involved) and created
business opportunities since work began
in 2011.

The new bridge is expected to open
up opportunities for businesses looking to
acquire land and property in the surrounding
areas, as well as enhancing tourism
opportunities.

Scotland’s Economy Secretary, Keith
Brown, said:

‘Tam looking forward to seeing all of
the hard work and investment pay off and to
unlocking the benefits that this magnificent
new piece of infrastructure will deliver
to local communities and to Scotland as a
whole!

More Homes Scotland
factsheet update

The Scottish Government, together with

the Joint Housing Policy
Delivery Group, has
published a ‘More Homes
Scotland update’, providing
new information updating
the original factsheet on
the progress of the ‘More
Homes Scotland’ approach
- an overarching approach
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intended to help increase housing supply

across all tenures.

The new Update refers to what has been
done in the last year and what will happen
between 2017 and 2018, in relation to the
following policy areas:

1. ‘more investment for more housing’;

2. providing expert advice;

3. more effective planning, planning place-
making and design; and

4.working together.

In the coming year, planning-related
actions in these categories include the
Scottish Government:

1. continuing to work with industry to
promote Build to Rent in Scotland;

2. providing a central resource to support and
advise local authorities on land assembly
and compulsory purchase orders to enable
housing delivery, and progressing ‘a
number of sites’ for Housing Infrastructure
Fund grants;

3. analysing consultation responses to ‘Places,
People and Planning - Position Statement
— June 2017 and then bringing a Planning
Bill to Parliament (in late 2017); and

4.continuing to engage with the Joint
Housing Policy Delivery Group and ‘the
wider housing community to deliver more
homes together’.

£1.5 million investment for
offshore wind

The Scottish Minister for Business,
Innovation and Energy, Paul Wheelhouse,
has announced a £1.5m Scottish Government
investment into the Offshore Wind
Accelerator; the Offshore Wind Accelerator is
the Carbon Trust's ‘world-leading’ research,
development and demonstration programme,
that aims to reduce the cost of offshore

wind to be competitive with conventional
energy generation, as well as provide insights
regarding industry standard (and best
practice) health and safety requirements. P>
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This project has released

£245 million of savings back
into the Scottish Budget since
construction began. Quite often
we see and hear of projects
running significantly over
budget, so | believe we should be
proud of this achievement and
take confidence going forward.

Scottish Economy Minister, Keith
Brown, announcing the opening of the
Queensferry Crossing
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Now that the Queensferry
Crossing is open, Scotland is
eagerly anticipating the Forth
Bridges Tourism Strategy due

to be launched later this year.
There is huge scope for the three
bridges not only to create a world-
leading visitor destination, but
also to promote new economic
development - we expect

new businesses and existing
companies to expand due to
enhanced accessibility.

Nicola Woodward, Planning Director
and Head of Scotland Office
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The funding is aimed at supporting

a range of projects to research the
potential benefits of offshore wind for
Scotland, as well as projects designed to
encourage international collaboration and
knowledge-sharing on the topic.

Scottish Energy Minister Paul
Wheelhouse said:

‘The potential benefits of offshore
wind energy in Scotland are enormous,
which is why the Scottish Government
is committed to its development. By
continuing to invest in it, not only are
we stimulating economic change for the
better, but we're also helping to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in Scotland
and helping to fight the impacts of
climate change.

80,000-panel Scottish solar
farm approved

Plans for a new solar farm to be located
on a 47-hectare site near Elgin and
Lossiemouth have been approved by
Moray Council, following positive
recommendation by the Council’s
planners.

According to the planning report, the
scheme - which will see the installation
of around 80,000 solar panels - would
‘not adversely impact on built or natural
heritage interest upon residential
amenity, landscape’. Furthermore, the
visual impacts would be ‘highly localised’
and overall would be considered to be
‘acceptable’.

Mapping tool launched to
show coastal landscape
erosion

The Scottish Government has launched
the ‘Dynamic Coast: Scotland’s National
Coastal Change Assessment (NCCA), a
mapping tool that will support planning
for the future of Scotland’s coastal
landscape.

The NCCA, developed in partnership
with Scottish Natural Heritage, the
University of Glasgow and other
organisations, uses historic coastline
data from the 189o0s to identify past
erosion and growth trends, with the aim
of showing potential future changes to
Scotland’s coastline.
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Scottish Environment Secretary
Roseanna Cunningham said:

‘Since the 1970s the rate of coastal
erosion has doubled, and that pace will
not slow down anytime soon. [...] More
than 9,000 buildings, 500 kilometres
of road, 60 kilometres of rail track,

300 kilometres of water supply lines

and vital airports runways, such as

Islay, are protected by natural defences;
however some of these already face
serious damage and it's vital that local
authorities, transport agencies and other
planning bodies investigate how they can
work together to manage coastal change
before it’s too late. Tools such as this will
enable them to do just that.

Potential risk to aviation
leads to wind farm refusal

East Ayrshire Council has refused
planning permission for a nine wind
turbine scheme located on a 468 hectare
site at Drogan, south of Sinclairston and
east of Rankinston.

The scheme, promoted by developer
Brookfield Renewable UK Limited, was
of concern to the National Air Traffic
Services (NATS) which lodged an
objection over potential issues relating
to how the turbines could potentially
interfere with air traffic control radars.

The Council's planning officers stated
in their report that the developer did not
address this point sufficiently. The report
goes on to acknowledge that ‘the council
has been reasonable to the applicant
and has, twice now, delayed taking the
application to planning committee for
determination’.

The officers concluded that although
the majority of material considerations
were supportive of the development,
it would be contrary to Government
policy and the area’s development plan
‘given the outstanding aviation objection
from NATS due to the lack of mitigation
solutions to address the aviation impacts
of the proposed development’. ®
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