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Chancellor delivers 2017
Autumn Budget

On 22 November, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer delivered the 2017 Autumn
Budget, which mainly focused on
productivity, infrastructure, and housing
investment and policies.

Of interest to Scotland, the UK
Government announced that it is making
‘good progress’ towards a City Deal for
Stirling and Clackmannanshire and in the
ongoing negotiations for a Tay Cities Deal; it
has also been announced that negotiations
will start on a Growth Deal for the
Borderlands.

Scottish Finance Secretary Derek
Mackay commented on the Autumn Budget
by saying:

‘The reality of today’s budget is that
Scotland continues to be hit by UK austerity
and the decision to leave the EU [...] I have
consistently argued for a better settlement
for Scotland, and this budget does not
reflect that.

Industrial Strategy White Paper
proposes review of how UK and
Scottish Government agencies
can better collaborate to support
business

The newly published
UK-wide White Paper,
‘Industrial Strategy:
building a Britain fit for
the future’ plans ‘to boost
the economy, build on the
country’s strengths and
embrace the opportunities
of technological change’.
Specifically for
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Scotland, the Strategy mentions the

City Deals being agreed (for Stirling and
Clackmannanshire and the Tay Cities, and
just beginning for the Scottish borderlands);
it also recognises how Scotland ‘has made
great strides in energy efficiency’, saying
that the UK Government and the devolved
administrations can learn from each other in
this and other areas of common interest.

In the future, Scotland’s focus
will continue to be on ‘innovation and
entrepreneurship’; the UK government
recognises (as with all the devolved
administrations) that it needs to work in
collaboration with the Government and
businesses of Scotland, and to share
best practice.

One of the key policies for the UK
business environment is to conduct a review
of what actions could be most effective
in improving the productivity of SMEs,
including how to address the ‘long tail’ of
those that are less productive.

Scottish Secretary David Mundell said:
‘Scotland has a world-renowned reputation
for industrial success and innovation, and
today’s Industrial Strategy will build on that.
It will mean that Scottish businesses can
continue to grow and thrive.

We know that some businesses can
struggle to get the support they need to grow
their businesses effectively, and the current
system of support can be inconsistent across
the country. The review we are announcing
today will ensure Scottish businesses get a
more coherent, effective system of support.

The Conservation of Habitats
and Species Regulations 2017

The Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2017, which were laid before UK
Parliament on 31 October, came into force on
30 November. P»

This publication has been written in general terms and cannot be relied on to cover specific situations. We recommend that you obtain
professional advice before acting or refraining from acting on any of the contents of this publication. Lichfields accepts no duty of care or
liahility for any loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting as a result of any material in this publication. Lichfields is the
trading name of Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Limited. Registered in England, no.2778I16. Registered office: 14 Regent’s Wharf, All Saints
Street, London NI 9RL © Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Ltd 2017. All rights reserved.

QUOTE OF THE

MONTH

Y &4

o0

From support for city deals and
some of our finest charities to
landmark tax measures on oil and
gas and whisky, this Budget backs
Scotland’s great industries. This
is in addition to the £2 billion of
extra spending power the Scottish
Government will have as a result
of this Budget.

Secretary of State for Scotland David
Mundell, commenting the Autumn Budget
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The Scottish Government remains
focussed on affordable housing
delivery, with new strategic
housing investment plans
emerging that are to help achieve
the 50,000 affordable new homes
target by March 202I. Together
with the new £4 million self-build
loan fund, this is all good news for
those in housing need but these
measures alone won't resolve

the massive under-delivery of
housing. Many are now pinning
their hopes on the new Planning
Bill to deliver the reforms needed
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The Regulations extend to Scotland and
Northern Ireland (including the adjacent
territorial sea), and similarly to England
and Wales, as specified in Regulation 2.

The main purpose of the Regulations
is to consolidate amendments made to
the Conservation of Habitats and Species
Regulations 2010; however, they also
introduce minor amendments that reflect
changes to other relevant legislation,
including town and country planning
legislation. A correction slip has also
been published.

Glasgow councillors back
plans for 10,000 new
affordable homes

Glasgow City Council councillors have
agreed on proposals to invest more
than £1bn to deliver up to 10,000 new
affordable homes.

The Council's Strategic Housing
Investment Plan (SHIP) aims to deliver
affordable homes targeting brownfield
land in particular; the overall investment
will include just over £60om from the
Council, and a similar amount of private
finance leverage.

To come into force, the SHIP will
require the final approval of the Scottish
Government.

Glasgow set to become a
world-leading smart city

The UK Government has announced
that following a £24m investment
from the UK Government into digital
infrastructure and open data, Glasgow
is now expected to reap benefits worth
nearly £150m.

The Scottish city received £24m in
2013, through Innovate UK, with the
aim of supporting projects that improve
the city’s connectivity and fund the
development of the technologies of the
future; an evaluation report on the project
shows that this has delivered a return on
investment (ROI') of £144m.

Scottish Secretary, David Mundell,
commented:

‘Projects funded through this
program demonstrate the innovative
ways that modern technology and data
can be used to make a tangible difference
to the lives of people in cities across
the world.
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New fees for coal mining
sites introduced

The Scottish Government has laid
Regulations before the Scottish
Parliament which will effectively
introduce a monitoring fee for surface
coal mining sites from 1 January 2018.

The Regulations follow the
publication of the Scottish Government's
response to this year’s related
consultation (which ran until April 2017),
which showed support for introducing
such monitoring fees. However, the
summary of the consultation responses
published alongside the Scottish
Government's response, highlights how
just 12 submissions were received (3 from
individuals, g9 from organisations).

The fees will amount to £500 (if the
mining site is active) and £250 (when
inactive).

£15m for affordable housing

The Charitable Bond Investment
Programme has raised more than £15m
in interest which will support the
delivery of affordable housing schemes
across Scotland; specifically, the
innovative funding scheme will back the
development of 200 social rented homes.
Any interest accrued by the
Charitable Bond Investment Programme
has been committed to funding new
affordable housing by the Scottish
Government; in the last two years,
almost £gom of bonds have been issued,
which has resulted in £15m of funding
made available for affordable housing.

£4m self-build loan
fund launched

The Scottish Government has launched a
new self-build loan fund to offer financial
support for people wanting to build their
own homes; the £4m fund has been set
up following the successful review of the
pilot in the Highlands.

Moreover, a Challenge Fund to
support pilot projects that could help
expand the custom and self-build sector
is now open for submission.
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Cross-border rail
improvements planned

Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon
has announced the next phase of plans for
reducing railway journey times between
Scotland and England.

The First Minister confirmed
that feasibility studies were being
commissioned on services between
Scotland and England, to assess options
to help improve journey times, capacity,
resilience and reliability.

The first phase - jointly
commissioned by the UK and Scottish
governments and now completed -
involved the identification of options
for improvements; analysis will now be
carried out to understand costs, benefits,
environmental impacts and technical
considerations for work in Scotland.

The studies will focus on the East
Coast Line (south of Dunbar towards
Newcastle) and on the West Coast Line
(between Glasgow and Carlisle).
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