London

planning news

DECEMBER 2017

The London Plan: A new
direction for planning in London

The draft London Plan has been published
for consultation, starting on 1 December this
year and ending on 2 March 2018. The aim is
that the Plan will be examined next autumn,
and published just a year later.

The draft Plan’s ‘more ambitious and
focused’ content starts to set new directions
for planning London from 2019 to 2041 (with
areview of its housing targets before 2029).
These include delivering 65,000 homes each
year (each borough's housing targets are
confirmed as published in October), achieving
a zero carbon target by 2050 (including
carbon free travel), and 80% of all trips in
being made by foot, cycle or public transport
by 2041.

The first of the draft London Plan’s
two new ‘pillars’ is the concept of ‘Good
Growth' (not only by design); the second is
the ‘Healthy Streets Approach’ that is already
being taken forward by the Greater London
Authority (GLA).

Lichfields’ blog on the Draft Plan
highlights the Mayor's new policy stances
relating to: housing (including affordable
housing and viability, and space standards);
employment (including the Central Activities
Zone, industrial locations, low cost business
space and affordable workspaces); design;
green infrastructure
(including the Green
Belt, local green and open
spaces, green roofs, street
trees and Metropolitan
Open Land, plus a new
‘urban greening factor’
for assessing new
developments) and last
but not least, transport
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(including car-free development, and the
Mayoral community infrastructure levy).

Chancellor’s ‘most anti-London
Budget in a generation’

On 22 November, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer delivered the 2017 Autumn
Budget, which mainly focused on
productivity, infrastructure, and housing
investment and policies.

The Chancellor underlined the
expectation that, by the end of this
Parliament, housing supply would reach
300,000 new homes per year. In order to
achieve this goal, the Chancellor pledged to
make available £15.3bn of new support for
housing over the next five years, introducing
planning reforms to ensure more land is
available for housing, and densities are
increased in cities and towns, and extending
the National Productivity Investment Fund
to £31bn.

Many of the planning-related proposals
will be detailed in consultations that are
yet to be launched at the time of writing,
including one on proposals arising from the
community infrastructure levy (CIL) review,
which will feature the removal of restrictions
on s106 pooling, the speeding up of
procedures to set and revise CIL, and changes
to the indexation of CIL rates.

Sadiq Khan had called in advance
of the Budget on Chancellor Philip
Hammond, to take emergency action to
support homebuilding in London (including
additional funding for affordable homes and
devolution). He had also (together with 21
London Boroughs) to urged Government
to give the capital powers and investment
needed to build more genuinely affordable
homes, including a new generation of council
housing. Nonetheless, London did not feature
prominently on the day. P»
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I am using all of the powers at my
disposal in my first draft London
Plan to tackle the housing crisis
head on - removing ineffective
constraints on homebuilders so
that we can make the most of
precious land in the capital to
build more homes in areas with
the best transport links.

London Mayor Sadig Khan, on
publication of the draft London Plan,
29 November 2017
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There are few surprises in the
new draft London Plan, which
encapsulates the Mayor’s
Affordable Housing and Viability
SPG and reflects in policy

the series of draft Strategies
published over recent months.
What is interesting is the areas
where the Mayor has used his
election manifesto and mandate
to justify a move away from
national policy and guidance

- strengthening Green Belt
protection being one example.
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Mayor Sadiq khan was quick to condemn
the Government for delivering ‘the most
anti-London Budget in a generation’

the only measures expressly for London
related to a (previously announced)
100% business rates retention pilot in
London, and the confirmation that the
Government ‘will continue to work with
Transport for London on developing fair
and affordable plans for Crossrail 2"

Culture and night-time
economy SPG published

Ahead of the publication of the new
draft London Plan, Amy Lamé - London’s
first-ever ‘Night Czar’ - launched the final
version of the supplementary planning
guidance (SPG) on culture and the night-
time economy.

The guidance provides advice for
local authorities and developers on
how to support and safeguard London’s
cultural venues and night-time activities.
It underlines how London counts for 40%
of the estimated £66bn total UK night-
time economy; however, the SPG also
states that 35% of London'’s grassroots
music venues have been lost since 2007,
while the number of pubs in the capital
has fallen by 25% since 2001.

Of interest to planning, the SPG
applies the ‘agent of change’ principle to
protect pubs and other noise-generating
cultural venues (theatres, concert
halls, live music venues) from new
developments. It states that proposals
should seek to manage noise ‘without
placing unreasonable restrictions on
development’ - there should be no
prospect of unreasonable neighbour
complaints, licensing restrictions or
threat of closure.

The SPG also acknowledges that
due to the May 2017 amendments to the
GPDO 2015, Boroughs concerned by the
loss of pubs ‘will no longer need to put
in place Article 4 Directions to remove
permitted development rights for pubs’.
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Oxford Street transformation
plans out for consultation

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan,
and the Deputy Leader of Westminster
City Council, Cllr Robert Davis, have
jointly announced new proposals for the
pedestrian-friendly transformation of
Oxford Street.

The plans, out for consultation until
17 December, would ‘transform’ Oxford
Street district into ‘the world's best
outdoor shopping experience and create
new traffic-free public spaces in the heart
of London’; this latest announcement
follows a previous consultation (ending
on 24 April) on the impacts and benefits
that could arise from the street and its
surroundings becoming a ‘world class
public place’.

Depending on the outcome of
this second phase of the consultation
process, related works to deliver the
proposed transformation could start in
early 2018, with the ambition being for
completion by the time the Elizabeth
Line (i.e. Crossrail 1) is operational i.e. in
December 2018.

Tech initiatives to improve
quality of life launched

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has
announced two new tech initiatives
aimed at supporting the sector and
improving the quality of life for
Londoners.

Firstly, Sadiq Khan has announced
that Bloomberg Associates will
support the shaping of the new ‘Smart
London Plan’, collaborating with the
Smart London Board. The document is
expected to detail the Mayor’s plans for
harnessing new technologies’ potential
in transforming London into one of the
world’s leading smart cities.

Second, City Hall funding of 20
investment days over the next four
years has been confirmed, to provide
tech companies with the opportunity for
attracting crucial funding.
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Olympics did not bridge ‘life
gap’ in East London

The London Assembly Regeneration
Committee has published its report,
‘Relighting the torch: securing the
Olympic legacy’, which looks at the
impact that hosting the Olympics has
had on the quality of life in the six host
boroughs, when compared to the rest of
London (known as ‘convergence’).

The report has found that the gap
in many quality of life indicators is not
being closed, while investment activity
has mostly been short-lived and focused
on physical and economic gains.

The report has also found that while
good progress was made on education
attainment indicators, the gap with the
rest of London remains identical to that
in 2009 (or has widened) with regard to
other indicators such as median earnings,
job density, physical activity and obesity.

The report states that if convergence
is a priority, it should feature in the new
London Plan and if it is, the Mayor should
‘keep the momentum going by ensuring
that a commitment to convergence
features in his new London Plan, his
Economic Development Strategy and his
final Health Inequalities Strategy'. ®
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