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Headline news

Issues with Scotland’s city 
region deals need to be resolved, 
according to parliamentary 
committee inquiry report
The Scottish Parliament’s Local Government 
and Communities Committee has published a 
report following its inquiry into City Region 
Deals, highlighting a series of concerns 
arising from the projects.

‘Deal or No Deal?’ highlights how City 
Region Deals in Scotland have already 
benefitted from £3.3bn investment but there 
are ‘confused and cluttered’ priorities between 
the UK and Scottish Governments, and local 
authorities. A clear example relates to the focus 
of investments: while the UK Government’s 
is purely economic, the focus for the Scottish 
Government is towards inclusive growth.

Other key findings relate to the need 
to better involve local communities and 
businesses in the Deals so that they can help 
in shaping the projects, rather than just being 
informed once decisions are made. Moreover, 
rural and remote areas - which are not covered 
by any existing City Region Deals - should not 
‘miss out or lose out’ against bigger cities. 

Bob Doris, Local Government and 
Communities Committee  
Convener commented:

‘In order for City Region Deals to be a 
success right across Scotland, we need clarity 

on when this initiative will 
be extended to all. As these 
Deals are in the early years 
of a 10-20 year programme 
of investment, our 
Committee will be keeping 
a close eye to check whether 
these improvements have 
been made and whether 
further action is required.’

It is worth noting that in the House of 
Commons on 22 January, Alan Brown 
(Kilmarnock and Loudoun) (SNP) asked ‘what 
blockers are preventing the UK Government 
from signing up to the original non-city deal, 
the Ayrshire growth deal?’ The question 
was posed in the context of how the Under-
Secretary of State for Housing, Communities 
and Local Government Jake Berry had earlier 
promoted the Borderlands Growth Deal ‘and 
Moray apparently hopes to finalise a growth 
deal in the summer’. Jake Berry  
simply responded:

‘… these growth deals are extremely 
complicated. That is why I have agreed to meet 
the backers of the Ayrshire growth deal to talk 
about how, for our part, the UK Government 
can take an exciting deal forward.’

Onshore Wind Policy  
Statement published

The Scottish Government has published an 
Onshore Wind Policy Statement (OWPS) that 
reiterates the expectation for onshore wind 
to remain at the heart of a clean, low-carbon 
energy future in Scotland. 

The OWPS states that in order for 
onshore wind to significantly contribute 
towards meeting Scotland’s energy needs, its 
contribution must continue to grow. Scotland 
will therefore continue to need more onshore 
wind schemes and capacity, where they can 
be accommodated. This will result in further 
investment in existing wind farms, together 
with proposals to replace existing turbines 
with newer, more efficient ones. 

Low carbon infrastructure 
support programme

The Scottish Government has launched 
the Low Carbon Infrastructure Transition 
Programme (LCITP) which aims to support  
the development of low carbon innovation  
in Scotland.
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[…] we strongly recommend 
that all governments – national 
and local – work together 
and agree to a single focus, 
as a key priority should be 
maximising the benefits for 
local communities

Bob Doris, Local Government and 
Communities Committee Convener, 
commenting on the findings of the 
Committee’s City Region  
Deals’ inquiry

There is much to endorse in 
City Region Deal investment 
in large-scale infrastructure 
projects and the economies 
of the four current areas with 
Deals approved or in place. With 
others now being discussed, 
the Local Government and 
Communities Committee 
recommendation for better 
coordination with other 
initiatives is welcome.

Nicola Woodward, Planning Director
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The Programme, co-funded by the 
European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF), will mainly support large-scale 
schemes that comply with the ambitions 
of Scotland’s Energy Strategy (published 
in December last year). 

Scotland’s Climate Change Secretary, 
Roseanna Cunningham, commented:

‘We have, first and foremost, a moral 
obligation to fight climate change. But for a 
nation with Scotland’s resources and skills, 
the transition to a more prosperous, low 
carbon and circular economy also presents 
a valuable economic opportunity.’

New partnership agreed for 
South of Scotland

The Scottish Government has announced 
the creation of a new Economic 
Partnership for the South of Scotland; 
the Partnership will see both public and 
private sector members and has been 
awarded £10m of initial investment.

Scotland’s Economy Secretary,  
Keith Brown, said:

‘This new partnership for the South 
of Scotland will be responsible for 
delivering a new approach to economic 
growth across the region as we prepare 
for the establishment of a new economic 
development agency for the South  
of Scotland.’ 

Compulsory purchase orders: 
introduction

The Scottish Local Government and 
Communities Directorate has published 
an introduction to compulsory purchase 
orders (CPOs), providing information and 
guidance about the CPO process. The web 
page includes links to relevant advice and 
to a register of all CPOs considered by 
Ministers since 1 January 2012.

Research launched to forecast 
coastal erosion

The Scottish Government has launched 
the next phase of DynamicCoast.com, 
which will involve a two-year research 
project to monitor, map and categorise 
the resilience of the Scottish coast. 

The research, carried out by the 
University of Glasgow, follows ‘Dynamic 
Coast: Scotland’s National Coastal Change 
Assessment’ published in August last year, 

which identified past erosion and  
growth rates. 

Scotland’s Secretary for the 
Environment, Climate Change and Land 
Reform, Roseanna Cunningham, said:

‘This research will forecast the extent 
of damage that could be caused to our 
precious coastlines through the effects 
of climate change and will work with 
communities, local authorities, transport 
agencies and other planning bodies to 
develop plans to manage coastal change 
before it’s too late.’

New assessment identifies 
historic sites threatened by 
climate change

Historic Environment Scotland has 
published ‘A Climate Change Risk 
Assessment’, which represents the first 
phase of a comprehensive study looking 
into the risks that climate change poses 
to Scotland’s historic sites.

The study identifies more than a 
hundred of the country’s historic sites as 
being ‘at risk’ from the impact of climate 
change, with 28 of these considered to be 
at ‘high risk’; the Fort George fortress near 
Inverness, Inchcolm Abbey and Inchcolm 
Island on the Firth of Forth, and Brough of 
Birsay are among the sites under threat.

The results of this initial screening 
will provide the strategic basis for existing 
maintenance work programmes, as well 
as for planning the allocation of funds for 
future works.
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