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Lichfields is the  
pre-eminent planning 
and development 
consultancy in the UK
We’ve been helping create great places  
for over 50 years.

lichfields.uk



Economic 
footprint 
Measuring the 
economic impact of 
corporate activities
The development industry has an essential role in 
providing the investment needed to support economic 
growth. Leading organisations increasingly want to take a 
strategic perspective of the contribution they make to the 
national and local economy through their development 
portfolios and investments. 

Assessing an ‘economic footprint’ provides the opportunity 
to quantify the benefits and impacts of corporate activities 
and operations. It is an essential part of measuring the 
value added by an organisation and can be applied 
in a number of contexts including corporate social 
responsibility reporting, communicating wider value to 
stakeholders (investors, local councils, government) and 
providing differentiation from competitors.
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 a portfolio of sites, assets or developments

 individual development schemes

  industry-wide activities

It builds on Lichfields’ unparalleled track 
record of economic impact assessment and 
supporting our clients to maximise and clearly 
evidence their impact on economic growth 
and performance. It has been successfully 
applied to some of the largest companies in 
the sector including commercial developers, 
housebuilders and industry representatives.

We use our polished suite of graphics tools to 
present analysis in a visually appealing way, 
through clear and user-friendly outputs such 
as infographics.

How 
Lichfields  
can help

The Economic footprint 
framework has been 
developed by Lichfields to 
help our clients assess the 
socio-economic footprint of  
their assets and activities.

Economic footprint is a flexible and scalable 
framework, designed to measure the  
socio-economic contribution of development 
sector activities across a range of direct, 
indirect and wider impacts, broadly grouped 
into the following key themes:

 contributing to the built environment

  creating jobs and expenditure

  supporting public resources and services

  building sustainable communities

Our analysis draws on the latest data, national 
best practice and guidance, and can be carried 
out for:

 company-wide and/or divisional   
 operations

The Economic footprint framework

Employment 
(direct, indirect 
and induced)

Economic  
output (GVA)

Spending and 
earnings

Supporting 
supply chains

Capital 
investment

New  
homes

Commercial 
space

Community 
facilities

National and  
local taxes

Business  
rates

New Homes 
Bonus

Other financial 
contributions 

(e.g. S106)

Community 
infrastructure

Regeneration  
and place  

making

Investment  
in skills and 

training

Environmental 
improvements

Potential outputsSocio-economic impacts

Contributing to the  
built environment

Creating jobs  
and expenditure

Supporting  
public services

Building sustainable 
communities



We’re proud to be a major long term 
employer and investor in the UK regions 
and cities where we operate and our 
work with Lichfields allows us to 
demonstrate how this delivers economic 
regeneration, city centre transformation, 
more customer choice and jobs.
intu

Example outputs
Economic footprint conveys 
key messages through a creative 
range of formats and outputs

intu  
Quantifying the 
combined socio-
economic footprint of 
intu’s portfolio of popular 
shopping destinations

Barratt Developments PLC 
Quantifying  the  
socio-economic footprint 
of the UK’s largest 
housebuilder at Group  
and Divisional level



Landsec 
Measuring the economic contribution of 
one of the largest commercial property 
companies in Europe.
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Economic 
footprint 
in action

Taylor Wimpey PLC 
Company-wide and scheme-
specific footprint analysis.

Home Builders Federation 
Industry-wide assessment of house building’s 
economic footprint in England and Wales.

ARM 
UK economic footprint of the 
world’s leading provider of 
computer microprocessor and 
semiconductor chips to support 
expansion proposals.



We were very impressed 
with the quality of 
research, depth of 
analysis and Lichfields’ 
understanding of the 
issues… They conveyed 
complex information in a 
visually appealing way.
Home Builders Federation

Why use 
Economic 
footprint?

Understand and quantify the total impact 
of an organisation’s operations

01

Strengthen stakeholder engagement, for 
example through Annual Reporting

03

Utilises tried and tested tools that have 
been independently reviewed and verified

05

Capability to model outputs on a  
longitudinal basis, for year-on-year 
comparisons and KPI monitoring

07

Demonstrate added value of 
development activity in a competitive 
market place

02

Flexible methodology which can be applied 
to company-wide operations, a portfolio of 
development projects or industry-wide activity

04

Transparent and easy to understand 
outputs, suitable for communicating 
with different stakeholder groups

06

In-house graphic design team able to 
produce quality outputs across a variety  
of formats including infographics

08
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Disclaimer
This publication has been written in general terms and cannot be relied on to cover specific situations.  
We recommend that you obtain professional advice before acting or refraining from acting on any of the 
contents of this publication. Lichfields accepts no duty of care or liability for any loss occasioned to any person 
acting or refraining from acting as a result of any material in this publication. Lichfields is the trading name 
of Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Limited. Registered in England, no.2778116. Registered office: 14 Regent’s 
Wharf, All Saints Street, London N1 9RL © Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Ltd 2018. All rights reserved.
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Contacts
Speak to your local office or visit our website.

@LichfieldsUK


