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Does my development need  
to meet BNG requirements?

Mandatory* 10% BNG requirements apply to planning applications for major development made from 12 February 2024, and 
planning applications for small developments** from 2 April 2024. Exemptions for NSIPs will apply until November 2025.  

Section 73 applications: If submitting a Section 73 application in respect of a planning permission made or granted before  
12 February 2024 (or 2 April 2024 for small developments) the application is exempt from the mandatory BNG requirement. 

The Lichfields BNG flowchart assists developers and applicants to understand whether their development is subject to 
mandatory BNG requirements. It may also be subject to local plan policy requirements.

 * In England, BNG is mandatory under Schedule 7A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as inserted by Schedule 14 of the Environment Act 2021).  
** For the purposes of BNG, “small development” means development which is not major development within the meaning of article 2(1) of the Town and  
Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015

*** For application requirements related to BNG, please refer to the Lichfields BNG Timeline >> 
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You will need to state 
why your development 

is exempt in your 
application

• Development impact is below the de minimis 
threshold

NoYes

Must achieve  
10% BNG***

Is the development exempt under  
the following categories?

• Householder development 

• Self and custom build

• Biodiversity gain site

• Forms part of, or is ancillary to, the  
high speed railway transport network

• Permitted by development order (includes 
permitted development)

• Urgent Crown development

How do I know if my development impact is  
below the de minimis threshold?

Yes

Not below the de 
minimis threshold, 

not exempt

Does the development  
have an impact on:

a)  less than 25m2 of onsite habitat that has   
 a biodiversity value greater than zero AND

b)  less than 5 metres in length of  
 linear onsite habitat

Does the development impact an onsite priority habitat?

Does the application site contain any habitats 
with a biodiversity value greater than zero? 

For example, sealed surfaces and existing buildings 
(without green roofs or walls) are valued at zero for 
biodiversity purposes.

Yes

No

No

Disclaimer
This publication has been written in general terms and cannot be relied on to cover specific situations. We recommend that you obtain professional advice before acting or refraining from acting on any of the contents of 
this publication. Lichfields accepts no duty of care or liability for any loss occasioned to any person acting or refraining from acting as a result of any material in this publication. Lichfields is the trading name of Nathaniel 
Lichfield & Partners Limited. Registered in England, no.2778116. Registered office: The Minster Building, 21 Mincing Lane, London, EC3R 7AG © Nathaniel Lichfield & Partners Ltd 2024. All rights reserved.


